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Before a modification petition can be brought in court, a parent must demonstrate
that there has been a “change of circumstances.”  That is, if things are just the way they were when
the original custody agreement or award was made, then the original agreement or award should
continue to control and there’s no reason for a court to entertain a modification petition.  

If a parent can demonstrate a change in circumstances, then the courts will entertain
the petition.  The court will use a different standard if the parties reached an agreement themselves,
or if the court went through an entire trial and made a judicial decision of whom to award custody in
the best interests of the child.

The court will then consider all of the elements considered in any custody
matter–that is anything that affects the best interests of the child and anything reflecting on a
parent’s willingness or ability to meet the child’s physical, emotional, intellectual, and developmental
needs.

Because Mr. Steinberger chairs the custody committee of the American Bar
Association’s Family Law Section, he is the ideal lawyer to guide you through the custody process
and help you obtain the result you desire.

NOTE:  This monograph is intended as an educational guide and not as legal advice.  Legal advice should only be
obtained from a qualified lawyer who is familiar with all of the facts and circumstances of your matter.
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